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tion of 1688. At twenty-two he was made lieutenant-
general, and served as such in Flanders, without hav-
ing passed through any other rank. At thirty-three
he commanded in chief in Spain with a patent of gen-
eral. At thirty-four he was made, on account of his
victory at Almanza, Grandee of Spain, and Chevalier
of the Golden Fleece. He continued to command in
chief until February, 1706, when he was made Mar-
shal of France, being then not more than thirty-six
years old. He was an English Duke, and although
as such he had no rank in France, the King had awarded
it to him, as to all who came over with James. This
was making a rapid fortune with a vengeance, under
a King who regarded people of thirty-odd as children,
but who thought no more of the ages of bastards than
of those of the gods.

For more than a year past Berwick had coveted to
be made Duke and Peer. But he could not obtain his
wish. Now, however, that he was to be sent into
Flanders for the purpose I have just described, it
seemed a good opportunity to try again. He did try,
and was successful. He was made Duke and Peer. He
had been twice married. By his first wife he had had a
son. By his second several sons and daughters. Will
it be believed that he was hardy enough to propose,
and that we were weak enough to accord to him, that
his son of the first bed should be formally excluded
from the, letters-patent of Duke and Peer, and that
those of the second bed should alone be entered there?
Yet so it was. Berwick was, in respect to England,
like the Jews who await the Messiah. He coaxed
himself always with the hope of a revolution in Eng-